
Contributing to the revitalization and redevelop-
ment of the Borough of Royersford,Montgomery
County,PA,Barton & Associates is partnering with
the developer,Granor
Price Homes,to reno-
vate an old industrial
site formerly used as 
a glass factory. We 
also helped restore
the nearby 1930s-era
train station,half of
which will become
the sales center.

Situated on 19 acres
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with nearly 1,900 feet of frontage along the Schuylkill
River, the 330 residential units comprise four different
product types,including flats,lofts,and both traditional 

Construction is expected to begin in late 2006 on
this transit-oriented development on a redevelop-
ment site that will offer new loft-style condomini-
ums within walking distance of the SEPTA R-5
regional rail station,as well as Ambler's Main Street
retail area.Formerly zoned for commercial use,
the 9.4-acre brownfield property,now owned by
Westrum Development Company,had been the
Keasbey and Mattison asbestos manufac-

turing facility.Once rezoned to allow for multi-family 
residential development,316 units in six buildings will 
be built with a net density of 34 units per acre.The old
boiler house adjacent to the site is slated to be converted
by a separate developer
into 30,000 sf of office
space with a coffee shop.

From Glass to Class
RiverWalk at Royersford • Royersford,Pennsylvania

Ambler Project Earns Smart Growth Recognition
The Crossings at Ambler • Ambler,Pennsylvania 

Upcoming Events

Join our seminar presenters at 
the NAHB’s 2006 International 
Builders’Show in Orlando,FL

January 11 8:30-10AM

Thomas C. Barton III,AIA &
Perry Morgan,RLA
“From Bypassed to Boutique-Special
Solutions for Challenging Sites”

January 12 9AM-12PM

Robert Cogan,AIA
“AIA Plan Review Workshop II:
Architecture & Interior Design”

January 12 3-4PM & 13 2-3PM

Bill Warwick
“Active Adult Architectural 
Plan Review: 50+ Housing”

January 13 11AM-12:30PM

Thomas C. Barton III,AIA
“Design for Changing Lifestyles 
and Different Generations”

January 13 4-5PM

Perry Morgan,RLA
“Landscape Design: The Untapped
Marketing Tool”

Please visit www.buildersshow.com

Celebrating our 15th anniversary
in 2005,we would like to thank
all of the our partners, colleagues,
and clients who made our progress,
growth,and success possible.

We look forward to working
with you on future projects,
challenges, and opportunities.
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The overall goal of the Hope VI revitalization plan is to fuel the redevelopment 
of an older, rundown neighborhood.As part of the preparation process,current 
residents,officials,businesses,and other interested parties took part in focus groups 
that helped shape an outcome that would address all of their needs and concerns.
Portside II: The completion earlier this year of Portside II in Elizabeth,with 169 
new units of affordable rental housing targeted for working families,was cause for 
celebration,according to the Housing Authority of the City of Elizabeth (HACE).
One- to four-bedroom units in a variety of styles,including multi-story townhouses,
one-story units with handicapped accessibility, and side-by-side duplexes,have now
replaced the 12 buildings that were known as the Pioneer Homes Public Housing
Complex.

"When residents were first approached to support and become involved in the Hope
VI program,we realized that if plans progressed,the turning point of the neighborhood
would be the demolition of Pioneer Homes," explained Cecelia Frazier, local resident
and HACE chairperson."By the opening of Portside II,our neighborhood has turned 
the corner--more people are now tr ying to come into Elizabethport than go out."

"The change that Portside II represents on these city blocks owned by HACE cannot 
be overstated," Mayor Bollwage noted."The Hope VI program has enabled us to com-
pletely transform a once-blighted area into an oasis of new housing,community facilities,
and resident-oriented programs.We have also been able to leverage over $110 million 
in public/private investments,further improving the Elizabethport community."
Elizabeth Senior Building: Portside II is a neighbor to a new 87-unit,one- and two-bed-
room senior housing rental facility, the Elizabeth Senior Building,that was completed 
in September.
The four-story, mid-rise building will afford senior citizens living on fixed incomes 

the opportunity to reside in a safe, accessible, and modern structure.
On the Drawing Board…Portside Homes: Designing six attractive single-family homes
and mixing them with 38 three-story duplex townhomes with first-floor rental apart-
ments allows the public permanent and affordable rental units intermingled into the 
surrounding neighborhood in a secure family environment.Set back 20 feet from 
the street,the residences will have additional parking,as well as side- and rear-yard 
configurations.The units will be Energy Star® compliant and will have bathrooms 
on each floor, large kitchens,secure garaged parking,and backyards.
The architecture for the single-family homes and townhomes is compatible in order to support a suburban-style

development pattern that will help revive the aesthetics of this area.Representing the final phase of the larger 
redevelopment area,this complex will offer the first for-sale products.
The homes will eventually be surrounded by other improvements,including a waterfront park,a mixed-use 

commercial property, and a new road connecting the residents to a retail shopping complex at Exit 13A on the
New Jersey Turnpike.

Hope Prevails
Elizabethport Hope VI Revitalization • Elizabeth,New Jersey 
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Best in American Living Gold Award: Best Urban Smart Growth Neighborhood/Community
The River Lofts at Tobacco Row/Consolidated & Carolina- Richmond,Virginia/National Association of Home Builders
Pinnacle Award: Best 55+ Multi-Family Home of the Year Under 2,000 sf 
The Courtyards at Collegeville, Arbor model- Collegeville, PA/Home Builders Association of Bucks/Montgomery
Pinnacle Award: Multi-Family Home of the Year over 2000 sf
Breyer Court, Bordeaux model- Elkins Park,PA/Home Builders Association of Bucks/Montgomery
Pinnacle Award: Multi-Family Community of the Year over $250,000
Breyer Court - Elkins Park,PA/Home Builders Association of Bucks/Montgomery
SAM Award: Best Single Family Home $450,000-$600,000
The Peaks at Jefferson Village - Jefferson,NJ/New Jersey Builders Association
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Grand Openings

Banny at work

Varied Rendering Styles Create Persuasive Presentations

Bailey Station/Caln Township, PA 
Caln-Nether Company, LP

Liberty Court/Philadelphia,PA
AFC Realty Capital,Inc

Station Square/Lansdale, PA
Dewey Commercial Investors,LP
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During a recent visit to a design school to review student portfolios,we
were both pleased and dismayed by the work we saw. We were impressed
with the promising design skills of many students and with their proficient
use of the latest computer tools to precisely realize their ideas.At the same
time,we realized with regret that the hand-drawn perspective seems to have
become a lost art in the training of today's architects and designers.

It is not just a sentimental loss.Freehand rendering is a valuable tool in the
portfolio of the architecture and planning firm.Barton & Associates is very
fortunate to have one of its most gifted
practitioners among our senior staff.

Banny Jesudason has a singular ability
to create a sense of community on
paper. As Director of Design at Barton
& Associates,he has contributed an
ineffable touch to the development of
countless presentations.A glance at
one of Banny's renderings conveys an
immediate, personal feel for the project he's illustrated.With closer study, you'll be
drawn to architectural details,to the figures in the drawing,and you may begin to imag-
ine yourself inhabiting the scene illustrated.The effect,says Tom Barton, is to personally
identify the viewer with the project.

"A true architectural artist not only captures a designer's creative ideas,but can also
help clients win approvals for projects by showing how people fit into the plan," Tom
says."At the outset,the challenge for a developer is to obtain the support of the host
community to help decision-makers and neighbors understand their good intentions for
their neighborhood.We have found that Banny's freehand perspective sketches succeed
in creating positive perceptions of our clients' projects because they convey the human
touch and make a connection with the viewer."
We pride ourselves on our ability to listen to clients,interpret our collaborative ideas

through drawings and design,and assist them in realizing the approval and completion of
their projects.Because freehand drawings are interpretive and less precise than computer-
aided design (CAD), they can help provide the flavor and scale of a project,without pre-
maturely locking into a detailed design.CAD-generated drawings are a literal and accu-

rate interpretation of the design - a design which may 
not exist in the early stages of a project.Furthermore,a 
preliminary design will likely undergo major changes before
the project is built,and a developer may sacrifice flexibility 
by presenting precise images too soon.

Of course,Barton & Associates uses computer-generated
plans as projects develop. In the entitlement/permitting process,
the initial presentation to stakeholders is often just the begin-
ning of a communication program that includes brochures,web-
sites,models and other visual aids that can best be realized
through computer-design programs.Tools such as AutoCAD®,
Autodesk® Architectural Desktop,and SketchUp® are indispen-

sable in representing proportions and spatial relationships through creation of 3D models,
perspectives,and elevations at various stages of design,development,and marketing.

In presentations,as in execution of plans and designs,flexibility is a great asset.
We are committed to offering our clients the best of both worlds:the warmth of
Banny Jesudason's hand-drawn perspectives and the near-photographic precision 
of computer designs.
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The Delaware Valley Smart Growth Alliance (DVSGA),a non-profit col-
laboration of more than 100 government,private sector, and non-profit
organizations in the tri-state region,has recognized The Crossings at
Ambler as a smart growth development.

"Projects that will receive DVSGA recognition are those that will help
the region to accommodate growth and redevelopment in a manner
that achieves important economic, environmental,and quality-of-life
objectives," noted Marc D. Brookman,President of the DVSGA and
Chair of the Real Estate Practice Group at Duane Morris LLP. This is
the fourth project to be recognized by the DVSGA since its formation
last year.For more information visit www.delawarevalleysmartgrowth.org.

Ambler Project Earns Smart Growth Recognition
...continued from Page 1

and unique "interlocking"
townhomes.The design
vision was inspired by the
key characteristics of the
site--river views,existing
streets,a renovated
train station,railroad
tracks,and newly 
created green spaces.
Barton & Associates created the master plan for the entire community and is the architect of record for two of the housing types--the

midrises and the interlocking townhomes.As Marshal Granor,Partner,Granor Price Homes commented,"Barton devised a special solution for
this challenging site by designing products that are new to us.We're delighted to be able to increase densities without compromising lifestyles." 
RiverWalk at Royersford consists of 22 buildings,ranging from townhomes to four-story midrises that will be constructed over parking garages
partially below grade. A community center and pool have also been incorporated into the site plan.

Large portions of the sloping site fall within a "100-year flood plain";therefore,careful planning has been used to position the buildings to best
respond to the river's contours and boundaries.Since the garages are within the flood plain,they will include vents to allow water to pass through
them in such an event.

From Glass to Class
...continued from Page 1
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